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Admiral of the Fleet. But the Howes knew no way
to break the strangle hold of the Americans. How
Washington contrived to create the impression that
he was master of the situation is one of the myster-
ies of his campaigning, because, although he had
succeeded in making soldiers of the raw recruits and
in enforcing subordination, they were still a very
skittish body. They enlisted for short terms of serv-
ice, and even before their term was completed,
they began to hanker to go home. This caused not
only inconvenience, but real difficulty. Still, Wash-
ington steadily pushed on, and in March, 1776, by a
brilliant manoeuvre at Dorchester Heights, he se-
cured a position from which his cannons could bom-
bard every British ship in Boston Harbor. On the
I7th of March all those ships, together with the
garrison of eight thousand, and with two thousand
fugitive Loyalists, sailed off to Halifax. Boston has
been free from foreign enemies from that day to this.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